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Whila Boat pravioua raaaarch haa i^liad or asauaaa 
that tha coavaraatioaal stmctura giviag aaeh apaakar a tura to apaak 
ia uaivaraally aoraativa, fiadiaga ot oae studF atsggaat that ia 
iataractioaa vith at laaat four participaata, altaraati vaa to thia 
rula ara poaaibla. A phaaonaaoa callad "coavaraatioaal fiaaioa" 
occttra ifhaa a four- (or aora) paraoa coavaraatioa daparta £roB tha 
oaa-paraoa-oaa-tura format aad two or motm aubcoavaraatioaa occur, 
allocatiag nultipla apaakar aad mtltipla liataaar rolaa. Thia pattara 
ia illuatratad ia a ala-paraoa coavaraatioa, both ia apaach aad ia 
body, haad, aad aya aovaaaata. At aoaa poiat, two or nore 
participaata nay aalC-aalact to apaak a iaultaaaoualy , aad tha 
aituatioa ia aithar rapairad by oaa or nera apaakara bacoaiag ailaat, 
or bacoaaa two or aora aiauXtaaaoua coavaraatloaa. This iaitial 
aiaultanaoua talk aay ba aa iavitatioa to fiasioa aad wmy alao 
iavolva a saarch by tha aiaultaaaoua spaakara for aa aval labia 
aubgroup of liataaara. Tha dyadic tura-takiag SMdal ahould ba raviaad 
to accouat for turna takaa almataaaoualy ia aoa dyadic 
coavaraatioa a, a aulti syataaic iataractloa pattara. Thia pattara 
also arguas agaiaat tha aasui^tioB of varbal hagaaoay ia iataractioa 
with tha ralatad coasidaratioa that tha right to apaak is iaharaatly 
liaited rathar thaa iataractionally coatrollad aad aagotiatad. 
( Author/If SE) 
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Smk IMm mi CoMMrtttlOMl F1»1cfi 

StMrtJ. SlfMii 
UMt Virgliria HMvenrftiy 

llkH brief note Is on cantfwtng marcii on pattern of aon- 
4yMl1c twra-teklNS mMcIi are dtscassed In a lenftliler. wvi*11«mmI nvort 
(SIpM. ISO). The fitm m m m t iHth to describe If "ceoversatloiial 
flssloe." which Is defined at the rwrganlzatloa of a oonversatton 
nipilated by > o«eH>er«afl-at-a-t«ac twnt-talrfiig rale Ivto oee duufwctarlMd 
br tl» M^losaMit or cMltlple tum-eiccfeMSe tjfvtmt, fistlM It tald to 
occtr MlMn a coMMiutlflH fmolvlag at loett four partlcliMtiit ■break! 
doM" MMMMtarlly. I.e.* tiw gae-penMMMNie*ttare fonat ft relleqoltbed 
and tw (or Mre) safecORversatloM tnMH4>1re. Sickt. ei al.. taggeet tiMi 
tera "schlaa" tor a process $fari1ar to ttie one dncrlbad barole. "There 
are «BClMRlaM f or the $ciri ea of eec eaavenatlOB Into nore than oee onh 
veraatlon. Ttase MchaelnK can operate tdiM at leaf t foar parties arc 
proSMt. since thee tlMre are eooatli parties for tMO coovarsatloM. Ifltb 
four pertles. then, schfaa Is a systeaatle pMslbiHty' 097*: 713). 

The findlms of the present research saggest that. Indeed. In later- 
actloM trith at least ftar speafcer/hearerf . alternatives to the oiie>tiini> 
at-a*tftM rule for stmctarlas ceeversatioM are possible. These data tiwa 
extend ctrrent thInfclnB oo t»» organfaitloflBl featw^ of Interaetfoo* 
specifically by ftrgaing against the application of dyadic resaarch to 
wtti-participMt conversatioa (cf . Duncan. 1972; Sacks, et jH. 19M; 
MesMn and Km^P. 1975). 

NMt previous rescarcH Nts iapliad or ttSiMd that the one-tiam 
structora is miversally noraative. Duncan irltes. fpr exaaple: 'Just as 
It it desirable to avoid buaplng into people on the street, it is desir- 
able to avoid in ain««rsat1e«s an inordinate aamnt of siaultanaous talk. 
Bayond consideratiORS of eti«iette it is difficult to mintain adequate 
Mitoel cwiirflhttinibilitf when participants in a convarsatlon mm talking 
at the »mm tim' (1972: 283). This suggestion is echoed in the turn- 
Uking research of Sacks, et §1. (1974) and of Uianam and Knapp (1975). 
Sacks and his colleagues urite ttet InterrHptions are violations and 
reouire repair Mctanisw: . . If tuo parties find thcnolves Ulking 
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•t tftt tnt ttae one sf tbM irfit tiap pniMtvrttjr. tlMt f«^fHii| tlM 
trM*1«- (1974: TtA). tHoMm «M ttMlp Mtt tiMt *tk» ataOKS of 
MMtCAMM ems (f .t.. tot* ^trtfcfpMts «■ the cMMraatfM cIa^ab 
tta ipatWif tiM at tte MM tte) Arfm tlK mrtMi^i af tptaMai r«1«« 
ff coMiMarart a i MCc a Mful aadBwia* (IfIS: 7f). 

tea^ta tteta mH a Hl aaa, tlHt papar f aMcataa tiMt lalaractMta 4a 
MMfla afMltaaaoiia talMag tarn mm^ tte a»*rapriata ffatlaa batevfar. 
aatf tfttt tkt allaeatfaa af atfltfpla tfst«wr aad Mitfpla «aater r«1aa 
■ly aa attaraatiM t» tiM aaa-tara «MBit atlMrMfM avaf laMa ta 
IMPttefpaMs. 

I Kflt piwrMa aaa aataaM aaalyrt « m« tkaa a «MMy ttitaMat tf 
m raiaan*. Ite aaMpla t as cawmai irftft accart tM afaatm fats tka 
laMractUM:* 

V 

u 
1« 

11 
1 

^ n 

tMny: ...tfea canfaraMt MQf CMa 
off at T<mi1t. It Mjr 

M4.: (laifMar) 
ST9MBI: TMr Still 4M't kaaMT 
IB 

MRSm: (tfeM Mill tNy kMM?) 



mw data far tkf t resaardi «ra takaa trm tHa v{daa«t«pad fataractiaa «f 
a s;« ■a rfiia mtaareli groaa. lyamcrfatfaa canvantatfaM Hal lew thesa af 
tefl Jafrersoa. Haters afeara tiM (Hafoaua nprasaM partfclpaats' vfsaal 
hibavlar aatf ara katyad to tiM ajfc fua iTstfag at tlM aa4 af tte ««rte1 
tfanscrfptt 
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iMtV: iait Marit. tl«y'ra pofap t» 
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Bf 4 jM haar Bet^ * 11a 1ft 

17 t 
iBt all tiM applfeatlaat NOMW: Itoa Maa tiM ^Ma 
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fatftaaailf 13 



WIflifa! 

k. I kaa» ( ) 
k. a aaeaad sat 
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StEPfCM: Tha taipla 

(Hat I taMw) 



STMI: Na. a» ( ) 
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H's t»lB0 to ftappM 4 
_ fOMtt: VMii, feat araa't 

SI 
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l*m lalBp to km VkH 



timf aaafears of tba 
frai* // partfdpatfaft 



KTTV: Mtmr. aliyr if 
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$19IC1I: Task, bat afeviaMily tf 
aa T«p1a 
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1. off OMra 
3. to MMftrd 
to ltMir4 



11* of f caMTt 

t2i. lit fMoril dIrtctlOK of Birry/PlArtltt/Bttty 
\2!b. NeM MHP to left, f to Sirry 
13. to StoplM 

Ka 

1«. offcoMra 

17. to terjr/MartHi/Bettir 

IS. brief look to HoMird. then back as In 17 

19. to HOMsrd/St^shen 

22. doHR at papers on bar lap. then to Bet^y 

23* to tmrty 

2i* dow at papert on her lap 

2S. briefly ^ Betty, tben down at paper$ an her lap 

>>tty 

27. doim at ber lap 
tt. to Marsbi 

29. to 

30. to center of table in front of ber, then doiei at her lap 

31. toH^siu 

Barr y 

39. to coffee table in front of bis 

40. to Narsha/Ken 

41. down at Ubie 

42. to Howard/St«Dhen 

As NarsHa says got all the applications...." HMird Interrupts iHth 
"You inean tbe itfnole conference?". Freer this point on. as Indicated tbe 
trtttscrtption convention of the double coliems. tbere are two sobconversa* 
tions simultaneously constructed. 

In this ex^aple, a tranc it ion-relevance poin*, tbe point In conv^satlon 
In which speaKt:. 'ihenges occu*^. 1$ presmibly reached after Barry's second 
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tim at talk. I Have indlceted ^ mitti a sinslo iter atei^. At tbli 
point, tm indlvlAtali (Mreha Howvrd) self^leet aid hu§in to He far 
tte eee right to ipeA. Bi^ry Hes finiibed tpookiei. mi is lookiof at 
NaralMi dtrins the ceopletion of his turn (coi^iaMitloii of point 40). Hfe 
turn at this ■aacnr is a respoi^e to a qeeetion Jest Mked fef NarM: 
"Mhen will th^ know?" Based en Barry's visttsi orientatiM (cf . Ol«ncan> 
1972) and the fact that be hu just followed up a qiinstion spncificelly 
initiated ^ Mrsha fiar bis* m mi^kt sdy that Mmdie bat noi« faeeo yielded 
(or rettmad) the «eafcln| tim fay Barry. Hawever. Bftrry dees not irerbally 
select Nersiei to hold the floor neat, Narshe's atetaofint initiates « 
tfl|»ic different f^ Berrr's. For these reesone. Marsha mB» be conaidemd 
eithtt* a self -selector or an ^ither'^-telected ^ Barry. In any oiM. tNi 
aid IhMwnd begin the construction of their respective twme at apprmieately 
tte saMi tine (MMard coees in aboet a second 1e^). 

Sacks and bis co-tmrkers (1974) sufieit Mit. given the potsibili^ of 
such siawiltaneeos self-selectians. there eust be repair eechMisss to 
rectify one possible negative mUm^ of th1s« i.e.. prolonged siettt aeows 
talk ty the self-starters. These writers therefore suggest that . * Itaneeus 
tirns Bhy be resolved sfhen one of the speakers falls prewitinvly silentt 
i.e.. does not covplete the talk of bis/ber turn. They urite: "... The 
basic device for repairieg *aere than one et a tW ievelves e proc adu re 
which is itself otherwise violative in turn-taking teres, naeely stepping 
a turn before its fmssible cohpletien point . . (1974: 724). In 
previous research, I have noted that the sianiltMaous speaker who receives 
no visual contact froe the other participants carries out this repair work, 
i.e.. falls sil^ or preMturely tenainates bis/her turn (Sigeen. 1979). 
This visual [mi postural) orienution does not yield a turn, rather It 
designates or specifies a nest speaker. It should be noted, however, thet 
this repair a«ch^1se ^les not sees to be employ by either Howard or 
Marsha, or the others co-present. Instead, a state of siSMltaneowS talk fey 
the two individuals is initiated, and. once initiated, it is contributed 
to with verbalimions by the ether participants (Betty and Barry with 
Harsla. Stephen with Howard). 

Entry into a state of fission eay thus be seen as an alternative to the 
repair fl»cf«nise> described by Sacks for the situation of two sieultaneous 
self -selectors. In the above e^canple. two individuals siauiUaneously start 
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titt comtfyctiM of • tMrti. titter tktii oie of tkt ipaUBM^i flillftg %»mt. 
totii CMttave tteir tmtm Md art MtttMlly iimwia* t» hf ttett MWf^f 
Mtt role of tfitoaer ^Itlplo tirw d>i<ta>t<flii)> Ut » MO Iw ffsfteo 
H occwptltiiod 1o floro ^11. 

ftartui has baoMi €e aaiL imt omkcIoo Jott oflar tarfy^a ftaro. Barry 
md UmAa aro poatMfnllir oHootod to oadi oti»r» md. aa ootod iAoni« U 
appoara aa If Barry Baa yloMod Ma pravlooa toro to ttoraBi. At tBIa tBaa 
alao, Barry. 6otty» Kao ScooBao oro olae orlootoB Haoally to itaralBi 
(00 tBo tyt gaio cBart. OMBora t. 17. tt. aotf 40). Be iBo Botlwrtog of Ma 
aootooM. 'Ifov mmm tBo iriiolo cooforaoco. . .r*. NoMnd'a ftee mipaara to Bo 
In tBo diroctfoo lowiiiirfl tetiaMO Barry md IBaraBa; iHOdlatoly aftor 
^naa* Bo aovoa it allgttly to Ma toft, la tBo diroctteo of Barry (oaabor 
12B). NaraBa'a atoteaant la diroctod prfnarily at Burry. MpkN alao 
appaara to Bo trylop to o^lo tBo attootloo of tMa toMdiataly procodlnp 
tiiro-poffOfior. HaaordU atttOMOt la. la fBctt a roqaoat far clorlffcatteii 
Baaod 00 Barry's provkaia torn. Barry roaalM irlaoally or t oota d to Nartlia 
dorlag NowardS 1atcm4»t1oo. laataad of fsallloo tlloat. Bciavor. Bouord 
dirocta Bis ayt om* My frm Barry and taoord tB« pwrtklpoot to Ms 
Bnadlato ripBt (nuBte- 13). lo then ti^ytap *Br Joatt* MMortf looora Bis 
voico a<id saani to project Bfs voico lo tBo dfroctteo of StapBaa (aa oppoaed 
to cBo larg^ group). StopBaa awros Ms loft afeooldar cloaor to BsMund* 
Also. 00 tBo dy> poto cBart. StopBaa aad Msioand oataBllsB roelproeal yiMl 
coatact at ataost tBo saa» tlao. l.o.. at polata 3 mi 13. raapottfiroly. 
StepBaa folloas op oa tBo topk loltlatod by MMord. "loavlag" tBo topic 
Boloi disciisaod ^ Martha aad Bot^. StopBoa first offOrs a claHflcatloa 
to Naaard (I.e.. It Is thi" T fap^ c oaf offo ato Bolap t o f arrod to) and tBaa 
tBo Imp of tBaa cootlmio wItB tBo talk topics sostalaod By MMrd'a qaas- 
tloas. As the ^ 9020 Chart ladloatos. fkaiferd oalatalaa visyal posltloa 
no. 3 (vliual dlractloa to StapBaa) throngBoat their talk; Staphea looks 
briefly to the eatire proi^i at ao. 4. hot othenHso aalatalas fairly 
coastMtt er^ dlractloa to Homrd (atotera 3 mid S). 

It cw be seoa that slayl aaalty of talk la a Mcossary hot not suffi- 
cient coadition in the process of soccossftil fisalon. la addition to 
siaultaoeous speech, both sBotltaaeoiiS speakers aust Bo provided iHtB aa 
audience, i.e.. each oust receive a tta*a-dts1paat1on signal. I alii dis- 
cuss each of ttne various points In turn. 
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la tBo oBeae eaa^plo. the I^Nfuatlon of tBo tM oaBcoovoraatloaa roaatto 
lAoa slaal taooooa tu r a ro oaaa tlag (ar talfnailacttoa} fa aat By Mitlpio 
tanMofifaMioo. to coatraat atiB tMs atjialtaaoooa or faaodfota fteatoa. 
tBoro oro alao laataacos of uBat eaa Be c o as td o ro d orodMl flaaloo. TMa 
aoooad t|pa of f1«ifoa oecara aBoa. iHtBIa tBo laroar tmm. 0 aaall^r aoB- 
ipnoiO» ooqpHalag taa (or aore) ipoakart la ftenaad fdr aaooral aacoada. 
1 .0. . tao or aoro partfcfpiMita are vlaaally oad poatenally orloatod oaly to 
aacB atBor over aa eataadod tiae daring tBo latoroetloa. oad tBaa a aaeoad 
auBgroap foraa. Ttet Is. aa 'Wtafd^r* to tMa first oroap nf otta^pt 
(1) to jola tBia aahtroMP. ar (t) ta aapaoo 0 fBlloa "^oatatdar* la tolB. or 
(3) to fara aaotBor BraakHNMy group iHtB a aoBfroa p *1aaldar.* Flaaloa 
roaaiu uB o a a Por tMs outaldar oataBllsBos a atato of talk vltB at loaat 
oao other. aMIo aoaa ^ tBo anOars of tBo first luBgroup raaala UUIog. 
The preoraaafoa la thla caao la tBat of oao aaBrta<» of tBo laryar caavorso- 
tfoa gradBally f^llauad hy oaotBor. 

The iMtlal aBailtaaloty of talk eatoBllsBoa aa lavltatloa ^ flatka. 
In the OMMplo. too ouestloa pMid fey Naaard aoraes to lavlto at least aao 
otBar partlclpaat to Jala Blai la talk. laltlally. nsaard daoa aot appear to 
Be a Vatlffod* speaker far aiy of tBo MBar pM^kfpoata ^ Barry (^ 
provloua tam-poisosaor) Is pMturally oriented to MaraBa. aad all otBora 
are vlaaally orloatod Bor aa wall. I aaald aapgeat tBat coaploto flaalaa 
roautu oaco StopBoa Bps oHpatod t» NDuard aad Baa provided aaaa tura- 
des<««uit1oa signal. 1«o.. Bas accopted HBuord as apoakor. Prior to tMa. 
MOHord la a apaakor 'la soarcB of an aadltor.'' Staphea provlAra ratlflaatlaa 
or acc^taace ky: (1) directing visual arlMtatiM aaay from MirsBa aad 
others. Md In ^ direction of iftaiM^t (2) poaturally roorleatlag alth 
Hoaardi and (3) provldlag a atatenent tdilch clarifies the question being 
asked, and. at the taM time, indicate Uiat the i^tloa is Belag atteaded. 
At a MntaaN. acceptance of fission reoalres bodily orientation to the 
slaultaaeous speaker aad aay aot require si^Uuitlvo talk. 

Part of the Invitation to fission aay Involve a search by the slauU 
taneous spoakes ; for the availability of listeners. There Is on indication 
Mth this that one'a tum Is being coastructed. not f6r the eatire grouPt 
but a subgroup. Even the speaker uhe Is 1ntemo>tod aiy check to see If 
ho/^ is being attended. This aay involve postural and visual ahlftiag 
Md a aodlflcatloa of voice Ivola to accaMdate other speakers* lo 
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•ddlttait mm ffi^i « mgrim of Mm iti^ Mtil tkt cptrtdr roetlMit a 
tiir«Hlo«i«MttM. TiMt 1ft. tpmlm% fttttnar ttMngli fte tint i^\VMm of 
tMr •ttsHMGeft yifie ttanMiif ftr potMititl lUtMn. 

te ^MBirf»d ill tiM ftolloiHm mmmr : 

A. svultmeitv of nu ('nviniTior) 

1. iWttflAtft fltSltft 

a. ftlBMlttMOttft ftrtf-ttttetiM ^ tM fRdiviteU 

or 

lotorr^tloii of ctmnoBt iiMMtar (no OKUtlOf ii^si^) 

or 

2. ArmdttAl flufoo (m titt coii of ft tuteot of touractiooft 
eogi^etf ooly with oocH otHor "lotldon" to eiNi 
ifWifOot oacliiflQO of r«Mlii1o8 flroofi tf^Bri — 
'teittltfort*) 

i. corroot t|Mieor lotanmiiUtf onffi^pr dlroctlog 
otteroooo to oootlMr ootftldor 

or 

cyrroot ftiw^cor loCormrtoi fey otitslAr 41roct1o9 
wttoroaeo to m Intldtr 

B. SEMCM fm Ltsmm mtaomiuiv (emoML) 

Saw or «11 of tkB slMltoooooft tpootars (l.o.t not ooljr tko 
mtorroptor) will atUHiit to Mko vlftoal coo^t ftftd/or galii 
ffoitorol orloototloo ulth noietiMMitars. 

c. nacc t£va nicnATims (ffTiOiAL) 

1 . THo littorrmtor nay attaoK to fftlo attootloo by raltlag/ 
lOHorlfig volMi 

aad/or 

2. The faterr^tod bo^ accaoMtfato to Um voice 1^1 of tho 
otiier ft1iai1t4uiaoy«( a^taia) 

0. KcmmjL 

IHo lUtooer(ft) Mill ftlgiial availability of addltlooal moors* 
{tum-^dtflf^to) and adtnoiilodQo tbo flttiott lovltatloo by any 
conblfiatloo of tho fbllowliiA: 

1. or1eot<ii9 viswal/pofttyrally to ooe of tbo ftealtMOOoi 
ipoakofft 




io 



2. varbalty coatrlbHtlog to tbt topic liHtlatMi ty tha turn 
of OM of tbo alaMl too B O H i iiic afca ra 

3. varbally (vacotly) lodlcatlog tbat tbo ftfaol t an ooMi 
laoabar fboritf cootlft^a (0.9.. oaloi boffirft) 

to iMfiij, tbii popor baft dMMtrotod a prolMoary arflaolxatloo to 
coovorftatlooal flftotao. aodt is i» ^la** baa loplletf tbat toro- 
tablog Mdolft Mt bo rovlaod I0 orior to tabo ocoeoot of tom aHoil t a aaa a i ly 
10 oao-^patflc OMMTftatlaoft. Flftoloo la ao lotorofttlop yot oooiylorod doaalo 
for lotonetioo aebrtm. lu appoal ta loMroctloolfttt doHvoftt I0 part« 
fraa tbo fact tbat flaalao 1ft Mltl^ayatoalc: tba pracoaaoft tyr «Mtb 
^oakor/taoran Moapo mltlplo ^cooveraatlooft [md tboo obolly aaraod 
coowraatlooft) looolvos tbo ato^r af tba 1 ot ari e po o< ao c 1oa of tba tiaro- 
toblng ayfttOB. topic ootatlatfoot ottoraaco fioctloiift. etc. Mraorar. tboao 
coocoptft argoa apalittt tbo a prlorlstlc aaaiovitloo of vorbal b aaa oaiu ^ in 
lotaroctloo «ltb tba rolaM cooaiaaratloo tbat tba r1|^ ta spai* ^« 
Inbarofttly llaltod rotbar tbui lotaroctloiially oootrollod aotf oapotlatoa. 
fortbar i«rb la cloirly callotf for* 
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